
 Discovery Sailing Project  
Equipment required for Thermopylae Clipper 

 
 
Introduction 
The Discovery Sailing Project has acquired the legendry yacht ‘Thermopylae Clipper’ for the purposes 
of Sail Training, taking young persons from a wide variety of backgrounds and those with visual and 
hearing disabilities to sea for the life changing experience. The Trustees have secured a long term 
loan for the purchase of the yacht from the Charity Bank, however much of the equipment on board is 
tired and requires replacement. 
We are therefore raising funds towards the purchase of the yacht itself and replacement equipment.  
All donations will be acknowledged in our annual report and advertising and sponsorship deals are 
possible commensurate with the donation. The following outlines our current requirements. 
 
 
 
Hand Held GPS ...................................... .................................................................................£130.00 
 

Thermopylae requires a hand held Global Positioning System (GPS) as a back up 
for the main navigation instrument and also as an item in the emergency pack 
(called a ‘grab bag’) which would be taken to the Liferaft in the event of an 
evacuation. 
 
 
 

 
Hand Held VHF Radio ................................ .............................................................................£160.00 
 

The hand held VHF radio serves as a useful back up to the yachts VHF radio with 
the added bonus that it is totally portable and may be used in any part of the yacht.  
It is also packed in the grab bag for use in an emergency evacuation. 
 
 
 
 

 
NASA Weatherman .................................... .............................................................................£250.00 
 

There is always a need on a yacht for up to date weather forecasting. The 
NASA Weatherman provided 2 – 5 day forecasting on a simple to read 
screen. This provides valuable information when out of range of land based 
weather forecasting. It is a fixed unit which will be installed in the chartroom. 
 
 
 

 
Helmsman Chart Plotter ............................. ............................................................................£450.00 
 

This small screen chart plotter will be installed at the helmsman’s position. 
It will serve the functions of allowing the person steering to gain a better ‘picture’ 
of where they are, sometimes focusing the mind!  It also enables the skipper to 
remain on deck and have important navigational information available. In the 
event of a failure of the yachts main chart plotting system this would provide an 
invaluable back up. 



VHF / DSC Radio .................................... .................................................................................£500.00 
 
Quite simply, the VHF radio on Thermopylae is very old and not up to the 
current standard of ‘Digital Selective Calling’ required in today’s 
environment. The radio system chosen additionally provides a sound signal 
system for fog signals and a fully remote microphone so that all radio 
functions may be used by the steering position. 
 

 
Refrigerator ....................................... ......................................................................................£500.00 
 

Simply put, a refrigerator will enable more fresh produce to be used on board 
the yacht.  This in turn is more cost effective and pleasant than having tinned or 
packeted food.  The unit chosen is designed to operate in a marine environment 
and run from the yachts 24v DC supply whilst at sea and on 240V AC shore 
power when alongside. 
 
 

 
 
Inflatable Dinghy.................................. ...................................................................................£650.00 
 

 The dinghy that came with the yacht is very old and ‘tired’. It also 
is not suitable in terms of carrying capacity.  We are mindful that 
many boating accidents happen in small craft between the 
moorings and shore. Consequently we are looking for a sturdy 
inflatable dinghy to carry personnel safely. 
This may be badged with the donor’s logo. 
 

 
Outboard  Engine............................................. ........................................................................£750.00 
 

 
To compliment the inflatable dinghy a 5 HP outboard engine is required.  This will 
provide the necessary power to propel a loaded dinghy against current. 
 
The actual manufacture of the engine is not necessarily fixed.  The best option and deal 
would be sourced prior to ordering. 
 

 
Spray hood......................................... .....................................................................................£875.00 
 

 
The spray hood provides cover to the main companionway when the yacht is 
moored. It is of a low cut design so that it is also possible to have it raised in 
inclement weather whilst still providing adequate visibility for steering and look 
outs.  The hood shown in the photograph is actually one fitted to a Clipper 60 
yacht such as Thermopylae. 
 

 
 
Computer........................................... ................................................................................... £1,000.00 

 
A laptop computer designed for the marine environment with chart plotting and 
weather software.  The computer will also be used with satellite communications 
systems to provide email and text communications. 
 
 



 
Cooker ............................................. ..................................................................................... £1,350.00 
 

 
Good quality food is a necessary requirement for any yacht’s crew!  The cooker on 
Thermopylae is the original one that was installed when she was built in 1996. It is 
now in need of replacement.  The cooker selected is also more suited to cooking for 
15 people.  The cost includes installation by a Corgi registered engineer. 
 
 

 
Raymarine C80 Radar / Chart Plotter................ .................................................................. £2,500.00 

 
This item is of a high priority.  The radar on Thermopylae is the original one 
installed in 1996 and has now failed. It is considered to be beyond economical 
repair. The Raymarine C80 Radar chart plotter compliments that fitted to our 
other yacht making it easier for volunteers to operate.  It has an integral chart 
plotter providing state of the art navigation.  The price includes a new radar 
scanner which is required. 

 
 
SSB DSC Radiotelephone ............................. ...................................................................... £4,000.00 
 

 
The ‘Single Side Band’ radio is for long range communications and is a 
requirement for events such as the ‘Tall Ships’ Races’  It also can be used 
in connection with the computer for long range weather forecasting. 
 

 
Water Maker ........................................ ................................................................................. £4,250.00 
 
 

Thermopylae has very small water tanks and is dependant on water making facilities 
for long passages.  The current water maker does not work and spares are not 
available.  It is the original one and now needs replacing.  The water maker picture 
indicates that it is a complex system, however the operation of it is straight forward.  
This needed upgrade to the yacht will enable extended passages to be under taken. 
 

 
 
Mains / 24 volt generator .......................... ........................................................................... £5,000.00 
 
With the many systems on board a yacht, suitable generating power is 
essential.  The diesel generator on Thermopylae is unreliable, noisy and has 
very little oil pressure!  As it is the original unit installed in 1996 it requires 
replacement.  A modern, quiet running generator will provide 24V DC power for 
navigational equipment, water maker, and domestic supplies whilst the 240V 
AC will enable standard appliances to be run when shore power is not 
available. 
 


